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French Kings 
DECLARATION 
Putting in cl mY Edict in 


Ofober 1685, for the Revocation 
of the Edict of Nants, &c. 


1! 


' EWIS by the Grace of God King of 
' France and Navarre : To all to whom thele 
Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Our Deſire 
— of an Union of all Our SubjeQs in the Ca- 
tholick, Apoſtolick, and Roman Religion, Eſtabliſhed 
and ſo Religiouſly obſerved in our Kingdom during 
ſo many Apes, having obliged. Us to repeal by Our 
Edit in the Month of O&ober 1685, thoſe by which 
the Kings Our Predeceſſors, ' and particularly King 
Zfenry the Fourth of glorious Memory, (being obliged 
; A'2 | thereto 


. pore AI 1. Do wr 


(2) 


Reigns) have--Tolerared the pretended Reformed Re- 
ligion; We have with great Satisfaction. ſcen._ the 
oreateſt part of Our Subjedts that were engaged in ir, 
return into the Communion of the Church from which 
their Fathers had ſeparated themſelves during the laſt 
Age; Butnotwithſtanding that the addition of Gare and 
Labour which has lain upon Us during the late War, 
has not diminiſh'd in Us a continual Application for 
the perfecting of ſo great a Work ; Yet the Perſons 
who are cntruſted with the amr IK: of Our Com- 
mands throughout the ſeveral Provinces of Our King- 


* 


dom, being hindred by the many different Aﬀairs that 
We have been obliged to.employ them in for ſome years 


paſt, from performing. their Parts with the ſame vi- 
gilancy, We. have to Our great Diſlatisfaction under- 
ſtood, that ſome of the pretended Reformed Mini- 
ſters, who have formerly reſided in the Kingdom, and 
even ſome of Our ſaid Subjects hardened in their Er- 
rors, taking advantage in this JunCture of the Weak- 
ncls and Leviry of others, have flattered them with. 
vain Hopes, whereby ſome have been enticed to fall 
back from their former good Diſpoſitions; And as We 
deſire nothing more. earneſtly than' to ſee a Deſign 
brought to its full Perfetion, which We have under- 
taken for the. Glory of God, and the Salvation of ſo 
great a number of Our, Subjects, We thought Our 
{elves obliged to renew Our Care herein, ar this time 
that ir has plealed God to grant Peace to. Eu» ope ; 
| thereby to undeceive Our ſaid Subjects from the faiſe 


Reports which ſome have endeavoured to delude them 


with ; and to uſe the moſt EffeQtual Means ro bring 


thereto by the Diſorders which happened during their | 


them. 


- 


(3) 
them back ſincerely and truely into the Boſom of the: 
Catholick Church,. our of which they canhor expect 
to,. be, fayed. "Fherefore We have Said and Declared, 
and by theſe Preſents, Signed with Our Hand, do'Say 
and Declare, We: Will, and ir is Our Pleaſure, 'Thar 
Our Edict in the Month of Ofober 1685, repealing. 
the Edict of Naztes, and others made in' purſuance 
thereof, be Executed: We do again forbid all OurSub- 
jets to Exerciſe the pretended Reformed ' Religion: 
within _ the whole extent of Our Kingdom, to meer: 
' togerher in any Place on this account, in any Number,, 
or under any Pretence whatſoever ; To Harbour any: 
Miniſters, and Directly or Indireatly ro hold any Cop- 
reſpondence with them ; Which We again in moſt ex- 
preſs manner forbid them to do upon the Penalties ex-- 
preſſed #n the Edifts and Declarations we have already: 
made. on this Account, it being Our Will,. that: . 
they be. Executed according to their Form and Te- 
 nour. We Require all! Our Attorneys General and: 
their Subſtirutes, and. all other Our Officers, to. be. 
" Aiding and Afliſting, and to inform us carefully” of. 
all Proceedings herein, as Occaſion ſhall occur. - 


IL. 

We Admoniſh, and alſo Enjoin all Archbiſhops- 
and Biſhops of our Kingdom, that they continue re- 
fiding within their Biſhopricks according to the Con-- 
ſtitutions of the Holy Canons and Our Ordinances, 
to. employ rheir utmolt Zeal and 'Application in the 
Inſtruction and Salvation of Our Subjects, whom it 
has pleaſed God- to entruſt to their Spiricual Autho- 
rity; and to provide With. a more _ 
. _ 


.- 22g 
For the Inſtruction of ſuch of Our Subjets who are 
re-united to the Catholick, Apoſtolick and Re- 
man Religion, as ſhall happen to be within their 
Dioceſe. * | 


We likewiſe Admoniſh, and Enjoin all Arch- 
biſhops and. Biſhops, tro employ all that Authority 
which it has pleaſed God to add to their CharaQer, 
in infuſing the like Sentiments into the Clergy, and 
particularly the Curates who under their Authority 
have the chief Care of the Souls of our Subjects in 
rheir ſeveral Pariſhes; that they may with a particular 
Application inſtruft chem in the Myſteries of Our 
Holy Religion, and the Rules of Chriſtian Moralicy ; 
that to this Effet they may ar leaſt on Sundays and 
Holidays read Inſtructions and Catechiſms ar certain 
Hours, in ſuch manner as ſhall be preſcribed chem by 
the ſaid Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and may take Care 
that the. Preachers Teach theſe Truths: ro Our ſaid 
Subjects in their Sermons. 6 ” 

| IV. 
| We Admoniſh and Enjoin the faid Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, that they appoint ſuch Clergy-men as 
they ſhall think fir to give the ſaid Initructions, during 
the time they ſhall judge proper, when they ſhall noc 
find the Curares. of ſome certain Places where there 
are many Perſons who have lately reunited themſelves 
£o the Carholick Religion, able ro do it with ſucceſs ; 
and we are willing to provide out of our own Trea- 
ſure, for the ſubſittence of the ſaid Clergy-men, ac- 
cording to the Accounts we ſhall receive from the ſaid 
Prelates, of the Nececllity of doing it. 


(.5:} 
V. | 

We recommend it to all Our Subjeas, and cſpeci- 
ally to thoſe who are Lords of Mannors, and other 
the moſt Conſiderable Perſons, together with ſuch as. 
have lately reunited themfelves to the Church; to aſſiſt 
with all poſhble ExaQneſs at Divine Service, thar they 
may bring down thoſe Bleſſings which God grants to- 
ſuch as join their private Prayers to thoſe of his Church ; 
We command -rhem that they always behave them- 
ſelves - therein with Reverence, eſpecially during, 
the time of the Celebrating the Holy Mais, and a= 
dore on their Knees the moſt Holy Sacrament on the 
Altar : As likewiſe, that they obſerve the Commands. 
of *the Church as to Faſts, Abſtineacy from Fleſh, and: 
Reſt from all manner of- Work, and take Care that 
their Children and Servants do. exactly perform the: 
ſame. PD I | 

| /T: 


| We likewiſe Command all Our faid Subjects that: 
they pay all due Honour and Reſpect to all thar re- 
lates to the Religion within and without the Churches,. 
by their Actions and by their Words, that they Ho- 
nour the Perſons of the Clergy, and particularly the: 
Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, and the Curates of their 
Pariſhes, and that they receive with deference the Ad-- 
vice they ſhall give them in Matters of Religion, and: 
concerning their Spiritual Conduct : The whole: on. 
Pain of Exemplary Puniſhment to. ſuch as ſhall fail 
therein, = F | = 
/ I. 


| We Command all Our ſaid SubjeQs reunited' ro the: 
Church, That they obſerye in the Marriages they _ 


=, - 
% 


| be willing to Contratt, the - Solemnities preſcribed 


by. the Holy .Canons, and eſpecially thoſe made by 


; THE OY - SES © au# p©-14 # id "4.21 ws 4 \ "6&4 VP | 
the laſt Council, and Confirm'd by our Our Ordinan- 


ces, reſerving_to Our Selves the Power to Determine 
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all. Civil Dilputes chat might ariſe concerning thoſe 


Marriages, that may have been Conitrafted by them 


ſince the Firſk Day of November, in the Year 168 5. 


when We ſhall have been more particularly inform'd of 


the Nature. and Circumſtances of each particular 'Caſe. 
A : VIII. 4 Eo 


We Command all Our Subjects, and particularly | 
thoſe *who- have lately reunited | themſelves ro” the” 


Church, Thar they cauſe their Children to be Bajy 


tiz'd in the Churches belonging'to the Pariſhes in which | 
theywlive, within Twenty four Hours after rheirBirth ; 
unleſs ir ſhall be that upon ſom« weighty Conſiderati- 
ons, they may. have obtained leave of the Arch-Bi- * 


ſhop or Biſhop in 'whole Biſhopricks they ſhall reſide, 
ro put oft for ſome time the Ceremony of their ap- 


tiſm. We Command the Midwives and other Perſons 


who aſliſt, Women in Labour, that they. give Notice to 


the Curate of the Place, of the' Birth "of Tuch”Chil- _ - 
dren, ang ro Our Officers and! the Lords of ' Matindts * 
bax. haye High Juriſdiction,” to be aiding 4nd altiſting 
herein, and to puniſh che Offenders by Fine, or even'by ' 


greater Penalties,as the Yaure of the Caſe ſhall require. 
© Hu $ | 


Our Will is, that, inaſmuch as is-poſſible, there be* 
. . . » . ;,\nk4kodts = 
Eſtabliſhed in all Pariſhes, where” the fame is nor al- 


ready done, Maſters, and Miſtrefies that ſhall In- 


ſtrut Children, and particularly rhofe whoſe Fathers 


F | 


and Mothers have profefſed the Pretchdod Reforme 


Reli- 


(7) 
Religion, in the Catechiſm, and ſuch Prayers as arc 
neceflaryfor their diretion at Maſs. on Weck-Days;and - 

_ to give them the Inſtruction they ſhall need on this 
account, and to take care, during the time they ſhall 
go to the ſaid School, that they aſſiſt ar all Divine 
Services on Sundays and Holy-Days3 as alſo to Learn 
thoſe to Read-and: even to Write, who ſhall have oc- 
caſion for it: The whole in the Manner preſcrib'd by 
the 25th Articic of Our Edit, in the Month of Aprif 
x£695- concerning Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, and as 
ſhall' be ordered by the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops ; and 
cthatin' Places where no other Provition ſhall have been 

| male, - the: neceſſary Sums for their Subſiſtence be Le- 
vied on the Inhabitants, not exceeding 150 Livres a 

Year for the Maſters, and 100 Livres for the Mi- 

| ſtrelſes; and that the neceſſary Lerters ro Authorize ” 

T7 rhem herein be diſpatched withour any Charge ro 
chem, -according to the- Informacions Which the Arch- | 

| Biſhops and Biſhops of the reſpective Dioceſes, and the { 
Commiſſoners eſtablifhed.in Our Provinces for Exe- 
cuting Our Orders, ſhall give us, | 
-. We Enjoyw all Parents,Guardians, and others, who 
are*'Entrufted with the Education of Ghildren, and par- 
ticularly of fuch whofe Fathers and Mothers have pro- 
felled the Pretended Reformed Rei1gion, that they {end I 
them to the Schools and Carechitings aforefaid,rill they '# 
are Fourtcen ycars Old, unlcſs their Condition be ſuch J 
as thar they may and ouzht ro have them -Inftructed 
ar home by Tutors. well Learned in Religion, and of 
Good Marmers, or to {end rhem to Colleges; We En- 
joyn all Curates to attend with particular Care the In- 


B | {tcucti- 


(8) 5 
ſtruQion of the faid Children in their Pariſhes, even: 
of thoſe who ſhall not go to the above-faid Schools : 
We Admoniſh and alſo Enjoyn all Arch-Biſhops and Bi- 
ſhops, rhar chey make it the Object of their Care and En+- 
quiry. We command all Fathers and Mothers who are 
charged with their Education, and eſpecially all Perfons 
more conſiderable by their Birth and Employments, that ' 
they produce to them,the ſaid Arch-Biſhop and Biſhop, 
the Children they thall have at Home, when they 
ſhall require it in the Courſe of their Viſitations, that 
they may give them an account of the Inſtruction they 
ſhall have receiv'd- concerning Religion ; And alſo to- 
our Judges, Attorneys, and to ſuch Gentlemen as are 
Lords of Mannors, aforeſaid, to uſe all Diligence, 
Requiſitions and Ordinances, as ſhall be neceſſary 
for the Execution of this Our Will and Pleaſure, and 
to Puniſh all thoſe who ſhall negle& ir, or who ſhall 
preſume to a any ways contrary thereto, by -inflict- 
ing on them ſuch Fines or greater Penalties, as.the 
Nature of the Cafe ſhall require. 
Xl. | 

We Enjoyn all Relations, when they appoint Guar- 
dians or Perſons to take care of the Education of Mi- 
nor Children, to chuſe ſuch as are of a good Life and 
Converſation, and who exactly diſcharge all the Du- 
tics of the Catholick Religion. 

XII. : 

We Enjoyn all Phyſicians, and in their abſence all 
Apothecaries and Chirurgeons, who ſhall be called 
to Viſit Sick Perſons, that . they give Notice there- 
of to the Curates of the Pariſhes in which they ſhall 
dwell, ſo ſoon as they ſhall judge that their Patient is 


in 


(9) 
in danper, :unleſs:they fe they: have; been! orherwiſc 
ſent for, that the Sick Perſon, and particularly:Qut 
ſaid Subjects newly Reunited re the Church, may from 
them receiye the"Spiritual Adyiee and Conſolation they 
ſhall ſtand in need of, as alfo the:Benefit' of the Sacra« 
ments when they ſhall find ther in a Condition to re« 
ccive them : We Command the Relations,Servants, and: 
other Perlons who are near the'ſaid Sick Perſons, to in- 
troduce them, the ſaid Curates, and to receive them. 
With the Reſpect ſuitable to their CharaQter. And it is: 
Our Will, That ſuch Phyſicians, Apothecaries and Chi- 
rurgcons as :{hall negle&t: ro Execute Qur Orders. ito- 
them in this behalf, thall.be puniſhed by Fines; and 
in cale of a ſecond. Default, by ſuſpending them from 
their PraGice, as the ns the Caſe ſhall require. 
| XIII. | 

Our Pleaſure is, That according to the Ancient Or- 
dinances of the Kings, Our PredecQtiors,- and. the Cu- 
| ſtom obſerved, no Perſon | thall be admitted into any 
Office of Judicarure in any of our Courts of Juſtice, in- 
the Courts of the .Lords of the Mannors, or in Places: 
belonging to our Cities held by Our Authority,or into 
the Employments of Town Cierks, Artorneys,Notaries, 
and. Bailifis, unlefs they have an Atrreſtarion from-the 
Curate of the Pariſh in which they dwell, or their Vi- 
cars, certifying their good Life and Manners, and alſo: 
their exerciſing the Catholick, Apoſtolick and Roman. 
Religion. "Fe 

XIV. 

Our Pleaſure is, Thar no Licences:6r Degrees be for 
the furure granted -in the Univerſities of Our Kingdom,, 
to ſuch. as bave ſtudied Law or-.Phyſick, unleſs they 
bave the hike Atteſtarion- from their Curates, _ 
_ 3nall 
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ſhalt.beexhired) co ſuch\ags have Powerito grantrhefaid 
Our Will moreover: is, 'That 'Our ſaid Subjets do 
peaceably Enjoy their Eſtates and Exerciſe their Com- 
merce as others do,” on coridition that they cauſe them- 
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ſelves to be Inſtrufted and Confirmed in the Catholick, 


Apoſtolick and Roman Religion ; Thar they ſuffer and 
even cauſe :their Children to be 'Inſtructed rhere- 
in3' . That .they 'exatly oblerve all our Edits and 
Declarations ;* and: rhar_ they -. behave themſelves.'on 
all occafions'as Our Good and Faithful Jubjects ought 
to'do: And WeCommandall Our Beloved and Trutty: 


Councellors holding our. Court of Parliament at Pars; 


That they cauſe thefe Peccfents to'be Read, Publiſhed, 
Regiſtred,and the Contents of them to be kept and ob- 
ſerved according to their Form and” Tenor ; For ſuch is 
Our Pleaſure. In Witneſs 'whereof We: have affixed 
Our Scal to theſe Preſents 4 Giver. at Verſaiiics the 13th 


Day of December, 1698, and of Orr Rezen the goth. Signed | 


Louis; and underneath, By the King Phelypeaux : and 
Sealed with the Broad Seal in Telow Wax. | | 


 Reazſtved and Heard at the Requeſt of the King's. 
' tttorney General, to be executed according to their 

- 11*Forns and Tenor, and truz Copits thereof ſent to 
he Baylywicks and Seneſchalſ;es of the Diſtritt,to 
be there Read, Publiſhed, and Regiftred. Injundti- 

ons giv n to the Subſtitutes of the King's Attor= 

'  zity General to be Aiding and Aſſiſting therein, 


and to C:rtifie the Court thereof within a Month, 


"according. to the Order of this Day. At Paris 
in Parliament the 2zath of December, 1 698. 
Stened, Du Jardin. 
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